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To:   Renate Behrens, Chair, RDA Steering Committee 

CC:  Anne Welsh, RSC Secretary 

From:  Robert L. Maxwell, NARDAC representative to RDA Steering Committee 

Subject:            Response to RSC/Examples Editor/2024/1 – Proposal to add glossary definitions 

for fictitious entity and non-human entity 

 

NARDAC generally supports this proposal but has some wording suggestions. 
 
We suggest using “outside the scope of RDA” rather than “external to RDA.” We realize that the 
phrase has been used in seven existing elements (see following paragraph), but the difference 
(if any) between this phrase and “outside the scope of RDA” (used in two Guidance chapters, 
Introduction to RDA and Data elements) is unclear. If there is no distinction between these two 
we recommend that the language be regularized throughout RDA. We prefer “outside the 
scope of RDA” as more precise than “external to RDA”. 
 
If NARDAC’s suggestion is accepted, the language in these elements should also be revised: 
Fictitious and non-human appellations (Guidance chapter), manifestation title and 
responsibility statement, name of producer, name of distributor, name of agent of 
manifestation, name of manufacturer, name of publisher, statement of responsibility. 
 
In addition to using the phrase “outside the scope” we also suggest somewhat more extensive 
rewording of the first paragraph of each recommendation, and replacement of the article “the” 
with “an” in the final paragraph of each (see our suggested rewording below). 
 
We also suggest that the first sentence of the scope note of non-human entity might be difficult 
to parse for translators. We recommend rearranging some of the words to clarify which names 
are qualified by the adjectives legendary or mythological (see our suggested rewording below). 
 
Finally, we also note that existing language in Guidance > Fictitious and non-human appellations 
may need to be re-examined, especially use of the term “fictitious personage.“ The word 
“personage” isn’t defined in RDA. It would seem to refer to an association with the agent 
Person but the instructions suggest it is being used more broadly and can relate to any Agent 
entity. It might be possible simply to replace the word “personage” with “entity.” 
 
Recommendation 1: Add a glossary definition for fictitious entity. 

Approve. Recommended wording:  

https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-64950324-8390-37c0-a1fc-5799f0259b0a/p_tdd_vc1_bhb
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-a39c4ac1-03cb-351b-8868-f64d7dd16de4/div_evr_2yz_kmb
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_topic_cnj_hxj_rgb/div_y3w_jgb_xgb
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-5b218456-de2c-30eb-bf43-f7e82d4065b1/div_h32_zhb_xgb
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-5b218456-de2c-30eb-bf43-f7e82d4065b1/div_h32_zhb_xgb
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-afdb9990-0d14-33ef-83f0-e514f188e95f/div_brw_xft_dnb
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-d34564b0-6a8a-384f-b966-a9638b234d89/div_brq_vft_dnb
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-1f9656ff-4677-3bc5-8c9a-9f8e2f131e2f/div_aq5_v1t_dnb
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-1f9656ff-4677-3bc5-8c9a-9f8e2f131e2f/div_aq5_v1t_dnb
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-2a4d1fa1-84b7-32a4-95d3-2ea1cba8642b/div_o2x_wft_dnb
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-8fb9e501-1ef9-3b1f-9afa-078737576947/div_b5q_yft_dnb
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-a39c4ac1-03cb-351b-8868-f64d7dd16de4/div_evr_2yz_kmb
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_topic_cnj_hxj_rgb/div_pq3_sxj_rgb
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An entity that is external to RDA and that may be considered by users to be an invention of a human 

mind. 

An entity that is outside the scope of RDA and that is a conceptual creation originating from human 

imagination, representing a character, a place, an event, or other entity that does not exist in reality.  

 

An appellation of the an entity may appear in a manifestation statement or reference source or may be 

the subject of a work.  

See also: non-human entity. 

 

Recommendation 2: Add a glossary definition for non-human entity. 

Approve. Recommended wording: 

An entity that is external to RDA that exhibits characteristics users may associate with an agent. 

An entity that is outside the scope of RDA and that exhibits characteristics typically associated with 

agents, but does not possess human attributes. 

Includes non-human animals, spirits, deities, and legendary or mythological beings, spirits, and deities, 

and automated processes that may or may not exhibit some human characteristics. 

An appellation of the an entity may appear in a manifestation statement or reference source or may be 

the subject of a work. 

See also: fictitious entity 

 

 

 

 


