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1 Welcome and introductions 
The Chair, Jenny Wright, welcomed everyone to this year’s members’ meeting and gave thanks to our 

hosts, the National Library of Finland. As well as thanks for the physical environment , it was much 

appreciated that this could be a hybrid meeting with online participants. 

A list of attendees is attached as Appendix 1. 

2 Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising 
The minutes of the previous meeting were made available online, and invitation to amend/approve 

resulted in some corrections and 18 formal approvals between June and September 2023. 

3 Chair Report 

The membership of EURIG remains strong with 53 member institutions from 30 nation 

states. We’ve had a few representatives retiring so there are some new appointments - 

welcome all, in particular to the new faces ‘at the table’. 

 
This past year has seen the RDA standard’s development get going again, as Ahava’s report will show, 

and therefore it is vital that EURIG members engage with the processes – not just to respond to 

proposals but also consider what proposals you would like to see being made. 

EURIG exists to promote the interests of current and potential users of RDA in Europe, and to provide 

a forum for discussion and co-operation, where we can communicate and benefit from each others’ 

experiences. We are also charged with the dissemination of information from the RSC, and to 

contribute to the development of RDA by working with the RSC. 

The website was recently changed, we’re still catching up with some of the broken links and so 

on. So it’s given that we’ll organise a meeting for 2025, but we need a host. Please get in 

touch if you’re interested. I would like there to be a way to easily share documents, or access to 

documents, for the membership 



EURIG Members’ Meeting  
15-16 May 2024, Helsinki 

 Page 3 of 35 

Is there interest in a webinar, should EURIG make a proposal to the RSC, or submit a discussion 

paper….these are all questions I hope we can debate and address but more suggestions and feedback 

is very welcome. 

We had a discussion about the new logo for EURIG and agreed to have an online vote to establish the 

favoured option, including making it possible for more suggestions to be made. 

4 Report of the Europe Regional Representative to RSC 
Ahava reported on the work of the Europe Regional Representative to RSC. Her report is attached as 

Appendix 2. 

5 Report of the Europe Representative to the RDA Board 
Christian Aliverti, the national institution representative from the European Region to the RDA Board, 

reported on the work of the RDA Board and his presentation is attached as Appendix 3.  

6 Executive Committee – office bearers 
With thanks to Liv D’Amelio and Ilácsa Szabina for their service, EURIG members were invited to stand 

as Vice Chair and Secretary, the two posts being due for election. 

Hannes Lowagie, KBR representative, volunteered to be Vice Chair and was elected unopposed. 

Emilie Sørine Ullerup, Royal Danish Library representative, volunteered to be Secretary and was 

elected unopposed. 

7 Update on UNIMARC (remote presentation) 
Florence Tfibel provided an update on UNIMARC development with respect to RDA, on behalf of the 

Permanent UNIMARC Committee.  The presentation is attached as Appendix 4. 

8 Report from the European Bibframe Workshop 2023 
Matias Frosterus reported on the activities of the Bibframe Workshop in Europe, his presentation is 

attached in Appendix 5. 

9 Group Discussion on Data Modelling and Aggregates 
The delegates were split into 3 in-person and 2 online groups, and in separate rooms we held 

discussions with the prompt questions: 

• What issues are you having with integrating RDA with your data models 

• What solutions are you finding 

• What additional problems are aggregates bringing to your data modelling 

• What solutions do you need 

Once reunited, the main points of each group’s discussions were shared by a spokesperson for each 

group. A summary: 

The cataloguing of aggregates does not yet have an established practice, though there is a growing 

desire for both supportive cataloguing interfaces and a common best practice, to produce reliable 

metadata. 
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The current heterogeneity in the way that aggregates can be described causes issues for discovery and 

data exchange; there is also an issue with legacy data rarely having sufficient data to be able interpret 

whether/which aggregated resource are involved.  

The sorts of resources for which answers are sought: 

• Illustrated works 

• Sacred works with commentary 

• Multi-expression resources with no clear ’original’ language 

• Multivolume works 

LMS/data formats not only impact what we can do with our metadata, there is also an effect on 

training and education as it is difficult to explain concepts which are not explicitly handled in the 

LMS/data format. 

Metadata can be legitimately called RDA compliant whilst being very basic, having an agreed RDA 

Application Profile for National Libraries would be helpful. This could also help with the issue of 

needing to produce clear, practical instructions. 

The rare book community has issues with the handling of extent in RDA. 

With different institutions implementing RDA in different ways it might be useful in future to examine 

those differences, and their consequences. 

10 RSC Working Groups – How do they Work? (remote presentation) 
David Roth, current Chair of the Religions in RDA Working Group, shared his perspective on being a 

member of a working group.  

With the charge to ”support the improvement of the RDA standard by reviewing the guidance and 

instructions (in all RDA entities) and making recommendations to move RDA toward unbiased and 

inclusive treatment of world religions”, the WG uses Basecamp to share draft proposals and seek 

advice from other members on the best way to make RDA be general and not focused on the Christian 

communities’ needs.  

Topics are decided on the basis of need, i.e. if something has been noticed in use. 

To date, the WG has made proposals to remove Religious Titles from base RDA (those options are now 

in the communuity resources section); and to change the instructions relating to terms of rank or 

office. Upcoming is a proposal on names of corporate bodies. 

11 Close 
At the end of our 2024 meeting, colleagues from the National Library of Sweden invited EURIG to meet 

in Stockholm in 2025. 

The Chair thanked everyone for an engaging and productive meeting. 
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Appendix 1: Attendees 

 
In person Attendee Organisation 

Giovanni Aldi Casalini libri 

Christian Aliverti Swiss National Library 

Anders Cato Slots- og Kulturstyrelsen / Danish Agency for 

Culture and Palaces 

Ahava Cohen National Library Of Israel 

Liv D'Amelio National Library of Sweden 

Roberto Gómez Prada National Library of Spain 

Stine Hilker-Skaaning Danish Agency for Culture and Palaces 

Hanne Hørl Hansen DBC 

*Anders Jensen National Library of Norway 

Martin Krejčí Slovak National Library 

*Ilona Leppänen The National Library of Finland 

Hannes Lowagie National Library of Belgium 

Radoslav Maslík Slovak National Library 

*Tapani Moisio National Library of Finland 

Olivera Nastic Belgrade City Library 

Christiane Niklowitz SLSP 

*Jasmina Ninkov Belgrade City Library 

*Camilla Petersen DBC Digital 

Jarmila Pribylova National Library of the Czech Republic 

Verena Schaffner Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Verbundsysteme / The 

Consortium of Library Networks 

*Magný Rós Sigurðardóttir National and university library of Iceland 

Luna Sindin Cordery Biblioteca de Catalunya 

Christoph Steiger Austrian Library Network / University of Music 

and Performing Arts Vienna 

Katarina Synnermark National Library of Sweden 

Kristín Lilja Thorlacius Björnsdóttir National and University Library of Iceland 

*Anna Tuominen National library of Finland 

Emilie Ullerup Det Kgl. Bibliotek / Royal Danish Library 

Jenny Wright BDS 

Thurstan Young British Library 

   

Online Attendee Organisation 

*Andreas Andersson National Library of Sweden 

*Alenka Bagaric National and University Library 

*László Balázs Metropolitan Ervin Szabó Library, Budapest 

*Manal Balbaa The Library of Alexandria (Bibliotheca 

Alexandrina) 
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*Iryna Bankovska The Scientific and Technical Library named after 

G.I. Denysenko (Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic 

Institute) 

Stefano Bargioni URBE 

*Aykut Bayraktar Bursa Uludağ üniversitesi 

Michael Beer Bayerische Staatsbibliothek 

*Renate Behrens RDA Steering Committee 

Sita Bhagwandin KB, national library of the Netherlands 

*Matīss Bolšteins National Library of Latvia 

*Charlotte Christensen National Library of New Zealand 

*Asta Čitavičienė Kaunas University of Technology 

Elise Conradi Biblioteksentralen SA 

Michaela Edelmann German National Library 

Fride Fosseng Bokbasen AS 

*Zsuzsanna Gombos National Széchényi Library 

*Vilmantė Grigaliūnaitė Vytautas Magnus University 

*Jessica Grzegorski RDA Steering Committee 

Frank Berg Haugen National Library of Norway 

*James Hennelly ALA Digital Reference 

*Maud Henry KBR 

*Anneke Houtkamp RDA commissie Nederland 

*Miklos Hubay Petőfi Literary Museum 

*Szabina Ilácsa National Széchényi Library 

*Damian Iseminger RDA Steering Committee 

*Simona Jaskelevičiūtė The Wroblewski Library of the Lithuanian 

Academy of  Sciences 

*Daiva Jurksaitiene eLABa Consorcium 

*Minna Kantanen National Library of Finland 

*Ebe Kartus National Library of New Zealand 

*Irena Kavčič National and University Library, Slovenia 

*Violeta Kostinaitė Kaunas University of Technology Library 

Maira Kreislere National Library of Latvia 

*Giedre Kvedariene St. Ignatius Loyola College 

Héloïse Lecomte Abes, France 

*Kadi Mälton National Library of Estonia 

*Felipe Martinez Biblioteca Nacional de Mexico 

*Peter Negyesi Eszterhazy Karoly Catholic University 

*Ramunė Nivinskienė Vytautas Magnus University 

*Rania Osman Bibliotheca Alexandrina 

*Daniel Paradis Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec 

*Mélanie Roche National Library of France 

*David Roth National Library of Israel 

*Joan Saez Biblioteca de Catalunya 
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*Ricardo Santos National Library of Spain 

Marja-Liisa Seppälä National Library of Finland 

*Eduards Skvireckis National Library of Latvia 

*Rūta Smažinienė Wroblewski Library of the Lithuanian Academy of 

Sciences 

Meelis Somelar National Library of Estonia 

*Maiken Songe Thorsen Bokbasen 

*Antanas Štreimikis Kaunas University of Technology 

Nadiia Strishenets V. Vernadsky National Library of Ukraine 

Dancs Szabolcs National Széchényi Library 

*Elisa Sze University of Toronto 

*Florence Tfibel 
 

*Ingeborg Töpler Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 

*Eda UNALAN KAYA Bursa Uludag University 

*Aija Uzula National Library of Latvia 

*Žilvija Veiverytė Vytautas Magnus University Library 

*Renata Venclovienė Mykolas Romeris University Library 

*Neringa Vilkiene Kaunas University of Technology 

*Lian Wintermans RKD – Netherlands Institute for Art History 

*Jurate Zvinkliene Vytauto Didziojo universitetas 

* = guest 
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12 Appendix 2: Report from the EURIG Representative to the RSC 2024 
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