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Agenda
•RDA updates
▪ New RSC documents; new RDA working groups 
▪ RDA/MARC WG

• Official RDA Toolkit
▪ RDA: Entities and Guidance 
▪ Updated community resources and documents 

• Community update: 
▪ PCC, NARDAC and Asia 

•Welcome CEAL to participate
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New RDA documents 
• Proposal for correction of the narrower element hierarchy in 

Manifestation: manufacturer agent (etc.) and its inverses (July 2022)

▪ Corrects the narrower element hierarchy for 8 elements 

• Proposal to improve consistency in “supertype” elements (July 2022)

▪ Changes to ten elements to improve consistency and increase clarity and 
one change to the Registry to correct a missing narrower element

• Proposal to amend and clarify instructions in Manifestation 
“place of” elements [approved with amendments; implemented in the 
December 2022 release]
▪ Adds the missing instructions and new subheads within each file is also 

recommended for clarity and to improve findability.

http://www.rda-rsc.org//sites/all/files/RSC-TranslationsTLO-2022-1-RSC%20Decisions-rev.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org//sites/all/files/RSC-TranslationsTLO-2022-1-RSC%20Decisions-rev.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org//sites/all/files/RSC-RSCSecretary-2022-1-RSC%20Decisions.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org//sites/all/files/RSC-RSCSecretary-2022-4-Decisions-rev.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org//sites/all/files/RSC-RSCSecretary-2022-4-Decisions-rev.pdf
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New RDA documents (2) 

• Proposal to adjust instructions in four “restriction on” elements in 
Manifestation and Item [approved; implemented in the December 2022 
release]
▪ Instructions added to two Item and two Manifestation elements to make them consistent with 

other RDA elements that permit recording methods for non-RDA vocabulary encoding schemes

• Suggested proposal to correct the terms “multipart monograph” 
and “serial” [rejected]
▪ The terms “multipart monograph” and “serial” are cross references in RDA to the preferred terms “multiple 

unit” and “serial work.” Yet there are a number of instances of the term “multipart monograph” and “serial” 
that appear in RDA text, all of which should be re-worded to the preferred terms for consistency of 
terminology and to correct the mistaken impression that legacy terms are still used. This proposal is replacing 
the term “part” with “unit” in these elements.

http://www.rda-rsc.org//sites/all/files/RSC-RSCSecretary-2022-3-rev-DecisionsFINAL.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org//sites/all/files/RSC-RSCSecretary-2022-3-rev-DecisionsFINAL.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org//sites/all/files/RSC-RSCSecretary-2022-2.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org//sites/all/files/RSC-RSCSecretary-2022-2.pdf
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New RDA documents (3) 

• Report on Approaches to Teaching RDA in the LIS Classroom 
(Elisa Sze, RDA Education and Orientation Officer)
▪ Support for educators
▪ Teaching foundational concepts and terminology & navigation
▪ Entity and element pages
▪ Role of guidance chapters
o Determining an order for novice learners 

•Table 1 (next slide) 

http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/RSC-Papers-2022-1-ReportOnApproachesToTeachingRDAinTheLISclassroom.pdf
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RDA Working Groups, 2022-2023  
•Extent Working Group 
▪ Improve the RDA standard for elements that use measurements, primarily 

extent and dimensions elements

•Official Languages Working Group
▪ Examine the concept of “official language” for corporate bodies in RDA

•Place/Jurisdiction Working Group
▪ Examine the concepts of place and jurisdiction (corporate body) and their 

associated definitions and instructions in RDA

•Religions in RDA Working Group
▪ Expand the non-Christian coverage in RDA
▪ Western and Christian bias in the 3R Toolkit report (2019) 

http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/RSC-Chair-2022-1.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/RSC-Chair-2022-2_0.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/RSC-Chair-2022-3.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/RSC-Chair-2022-4.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11iqfdLhrRoDOU2ZlXndMenByL_pCDeWr/view
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RDA Working Groups (2)   
•Religions in RDA Working Group, 2022-2023

▪ RSC supported the direction of generalizing instructions to remove 
Western/Christian/Anglocentric bias.

▪ Group discussions with the perspectives of Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism 
…  
o Remove the section of Catholic titles 
o Have a single section for persons of religious vocation
o Make the Toolkit easier to use

• Currently, the instructions require the cataloger to decide if the relevant title is similar to a Bishop, 
which is itself Christian bias. 

o Discussions including non-Christian’s perspectives, e.g. 
• “The more appropriate language would simply be "sacred texts" as the word "scripture" does not 

really apply to Eastern or Nature-based traditions. For example, in Buddhism, sacred texts are most 
frequently called "Sutras" and in Hinduism, "Vedas," etc.” 

http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/RSC-Chair-2022-4.pdf
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RDA Registry   
• Linked data and Semantic Web representations of the entities, 

elements, and terminologies approved by the RDA Steering 
Committee

• Provides the same content as RDA Vocabularies, but presented 
with context and aimed at developers of applications using 
RDA

• Is the endpoint of RDA IRI de-referencing for elements and 
concepts

http://www.rdaregistry.info/
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RDA Maps: Maps for use with RDA 

vocabularies      
• MARC 21 formats

▪ Map from RDA properties to MARC 21 Bibliographic encodings

▪ Map from RDA properties to MARC 21 Authority encodings

• IFLA LRM: RDA classes to LRM; RDA properties to LRM

• Map from RDA properties to Dublin Core Terms

• Map from unconstrained properties to MARC Code List for Relators

• Map from RDA properties to unconstrained properties 

• Map from canonical to lexical URIs in the RDA element sets

http://www.rdaregistry.info/Maps/
http://www.rdaregistry.info/Maps/
http://www.rdaregistry.info/Maps/mapRDA2M21B.html
http://www.rdaregistry.info/Maps/mapRDA2M21A.html
http://www.rdaregistry.info/Maps/mapRDAEntity2LRM.html
http://www.rdaregistry.info/Maps/mapRDA2LRM.html
http://www.rdaregistry.info/Maps/mapRDA2DCT.html
http://www.rdaregistry.info/Maps/mapUnc2MRC.html
http://www.rdaregistry.info/Maps/mapRDA2Unc.html
http://www.rdaregistry.info/Maps/mapRDACan2Lex.html
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MARC/RDA Working Group  
•Final Report of the MARC/RDA Working Group 

(2022)
▪ Completed papers: 8 proposals + 8 discussion 

papers
▪ MRWG chose not to pursue changes in relation to 

other RDA extensions.  

https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/MARC%20RDA%20Working%20Group%20-%20Final%20Report.pdf
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Official RDA Toolkit
• Both global vs. local considerations (Glocalization)

▪ Official RDA is an international standard with Options which may be 
governed by policy statements or application profiles provided by 
cataloging agencies. 

• RDA supports linked data
▪ An Entity & relationship model (based on IFLA LRM)

o Entities are described using elements 
▪ RDA Toolkit: entities, elements, vocabularies, guidances and 

instructions 
▪ RDA Registry: linked data and Semantic Web representations of the 

elements (open access)  

https://access.rdatoolkit.org/
https://www.rdaregistry.info/
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• Profile features are in the dark blue bar
▪ Original Toolkit, Help, Language of text and/or site (here English) and 

Feedback form 

• Content tabs in the lighter blue bar
▪ Entities, Guidance, Policies and Resources 
▪ Obtain links and citation numbers to specific parts of instructions 

when highlighting text
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Entities

•Based on IFLA Library Reference Model (LRM) entities  
•Separate pages for each

•Related elements linked at the bottom of each page
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Structure of Element Pages 
•Name of element
•Definition and scope
▪ Element reference

•Prerecording
▪ This element may refer to … 

•Recording
▪ Four recording methods 

•Related elements, as applicable: Broader, Narrower, Inverse
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Guidance

•Topical approach 

▪ Separate from instructions

▪ For background information, new concepts, and 
instructions that apply to more than one element

•May be referenced in the element pages
▪ Entities → Manifestation → Recording → 

Describing a manifestation (linked to Guidance → 
Resource description)

https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-cf0b18a4-5a55-3358-94b0-2d4fb5449314/div_apg_3cy_ydb
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Community guidance & resources
• In RDA

▪ Policy statements
o Decisions for a cataloging agency or community

▪ Community resources
o Community-specific guidance not in the above

▪ Documents
o User-created documentation 
o Can be used privately or shared locally or globally

• Outside RDA
▪ Application profile
▪ LC-PCC Metadata Guidance Documentation

o With examples in MARC and BIBFRAME 
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Policies
• Currently 4 PS posted in 

draft form
• Also access through PS 

set selection menu  
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RDA Toolkit + 
related 
LC-PCC PS + 
notes about 
Metadata 
Guidance 
documents 
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Resources

• Community resources
• What is in Community 

Resources?
▪ Deprecated elements 
▪ String encoding scheme 

instructions
▪ Access point and 

normalization 
instructions by language

https://www.rdatoolkit.org/node/280
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Community Resources (CR)  

• As a home for RDA instructions deemed inconsistent with RDA’s 
international commitment, but still of significant value to the 
Toolkit community. 

• CR should be open to a wider audience of contributors. 
• Goals

▪ Available to all interested communities of RDA Toolkit subscribers.
▪ Make full use of existing Toolkit technology and capabilities.
▪ Contributors will have responsibility for the development & maintenance of 

content.
▪ CR content will be searchable and easily identified as CR content in search 

results. 
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Community update: 

PCC RDA Test, NARDAC & 
RSC Outreach in Asia 
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PCC RDA Test 

• PCC RDA Communications Committee

▪ Feedback Form; Public Tracking Spreadsheet

▪ PCC RDA Communications Bulletins (quarterly)

• PCC Task Group to Test the Official RDA Toolkit (charge, Feb. 2022)

• Test
▪ Official RDA Toolkit, LC-PCC Policy Statement & LC-PCC RDA 

Narrative Metadata Guidance Documentation
▪ Report on 2/23/23

https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/communications-committee/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSXHgduC1TnjXS7ERb0ggGyaIr3Z5xVeqUWyQ2fzEHioQR_w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vDPelYCMCtdEc4iahZ0bx_9r7AoH1B6boi_yAflvJ-8/edit#gid=0
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/taskgroup/Test-Official-RDA-Toolkit-charge.pdf__;!!IBzWLUs!Be29IQJT5LFU9SUKSMsDu0cO_ucORjKdSQqxPzIu0I838oKGAjdmzrkyqtKG4d4$
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/documents/PCC-Participants-2023-Midwinter-Baron.pdf
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PCC RDA Test (2)  
• Expected timeline

▪ June: 
o The analysis of test results will be completed by early June.
o Invited to discuss at the June Policy Committee meeting   
o Share report and recommendations with PCC

▪ June-October:
o Update LC-PCC PS and Metadata Guidance Documentation

• The Task Group is developing training the Official RDA Toolkit.
▪ Training for monographs and e-books are coming up. 

• PCC won’t implement before June 2023. 
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Legacy Community Resources content in the Official 
RDA Toolkit

• Community resources in the Official RDA Toolkit
• Examples: 

▪ Capitalization instructions for various situations (especially in English)
▪ Abbreviation instructions

• In November 2022, the PCC Policy Committee voted to endorse the 
2nd option: incorporating the content into the Metadata Guidance 
Documentation (MGDs) and LC/PCC would control text and update 
cycle. Option 1 is working with the English-speaking world 
committee. 
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Challenges: Serials   
• WEM Lock and Serials Cataloging 

• “The serial work: a workaround” to discuss with the CONSER 

• CONSER community’s opinions and preferences on whether 
to continue or modify its cataloging practices regarding 
provider-neutral description, newspaper reproductions, and 
language expressions in light of the “WEM Lock” concept. 

• Poll results
• Next steps?

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/documents/OpCo-2022/Jones-WEM-lock-serials.pdf__;!!BhJSzQqDqA!RH6gmU-HWJQRZMfqDKVcdKZbDjtbIu2XeVdPh9vBCwytKHK-k5skWwQfFAnHg68OwJW907B9Bq6I73n1$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/scs/documents/PN-RDA-Combined.docx__;!!BhJSzQqDqA!RH6gmU-HWJQRZMfqDKVcdKZbDjtbIu2XeVdPh9vBCwytKHK-k5skWwQfFAnHg68OwJW907B9Bl9qNQ4l$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/conser/word/Module33.docx__;!!BhJSzQqDqA!RH6gmU-HWJQRZMfqDKVcdKZbDjtbIu2XeVdPh9vBCwytKHK-k5skWwQfFAnHg68OwJW907B9BlmtoAc0$
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PCC SCS Pilot Group on CONSER Policies
• Charged to be a decision-making group for CONSER policies for the PCC 

implementation of Official RDA (Nov. 2022)

▪ Identify the impact of policy changes to serials in Official RDA, e.g. Determine when/how to apply the 

WEM lock to serials (including monographic series) especially with regard to translations and different 

formats, in MARC and BIBFRAME

▪ Identify and write policy and practice documentation to be updated (LC-PCC Policy Statements, Metadata 

Guidance Documentation, Descriptive Cataloging Manual Z1, CONSER Cataloging Manual, 

Provider-Neutral Guidelines, etc.), and make recommendations on consolidating documentation into the 

LC-PCC PSs or the MGDs where possible … 

▪ Collaborate with other PCC committees and task groups to review and confirm mapping specifications 

between BIBFRAME and MARC for serials … 

• Deliverables: proposed policies and best practices for the WEM lock and other issues, and 
corresponding documentation updates to be reviewed by SCS and approved by PoCo.

▪ Preliminary report due 4/15/23; Date to recommend next steps due: October 1, 2023 

https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/taskgroup/SCS-PilotGroup-CONSER.pdf


30

Challenges: Unconstrained elements   
• Unconstrained elements

▪ The unconstrained element set allows data produced according to RDA 
to be used in applications that do not use the LRM semantics.

▪ No domains or ranges
▪ WEMI properties from RDA ‘dumbed-up’ to generic ‘resource’ properties 

    ‘has title of work’, ‘has title of expression’ etc. 

             rdfs:subPropertyOf ‘has title’

▪ Unconstrained elements are not RDA elements 
▪ Transformation a one way street
▪ 2020 PCC recommendation based on BIBFRAME mapping issues. 
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Challenges: IRI debate–MARC 21 $0 or $1    
• MARC 21 $0 = Authority record control number or standard 

number 
• MARC 21 $1 = Real World Object URI (see 

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/ecbdcntf.html for details)
• Recording an RDA IRI in $0 = an identifier 
▪ Transforms a “thing” into a “string” 
▪ Strings cannot be guaranteed to be unique outside of a local 

application
• Recording an RDA IRI in $1 = real-world object 
▪ A “thing”, not a “string” 

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/ecbdcntf.html
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An example: 
How to use the documentation 
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LC-PCC Metadata Guidance 
Document

• Official RDA Toolkit: elements 
• LC-PCC PS 
• MG: Persons 
• Relationship Labels for Persons

▪ Person to Corporate body
o employer

• Definition: A corporate body who employs a 
person. PCC relationship label: employer 

• Inverse: employee

https://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/person/mg-person.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/relationshipLabels/mg-rl-person-corporateBody.pdf
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-ba245dbf-88c7-3e05-a919-706ce331d422
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-176048a0-e7c3-3b5d-a345-39465134e8e9
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Upcoming webinars or 
workshops  
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Core Forum Webinar Series: The New and Official RDA 

Toolkit: A Practical Approach

• This four-part webinar series from CORE is geared toward 
catalogers, metadata librarians, and anyone interested in 
RDA. The series begins March 14th.
▪ Official RDA: A Standard for Our Changing Times
▪ Title Proper in the Official RDA Toolkit
▪ RDA, Policy Statements, and MGDs: How the 

Documentation Works Together
▪ Describing a Person Using Official RDA
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How to Propose a Change to RDA

The “Submit Feedback” link in the official RDA Toolkit enables users to provide information 
about typos, errors, and broken links, as well as suggested changes to the text. Some of this 
feedback has resulted in updates to RDA. But for more significant changes to RDA, cataloging 
communities have another venue to suggest modifications: the RDA change proposal process.

Join Past RSC Chair Kathy Glennan as she reviews the updated policies and procedures for 
making an RDA change proposal from the RSC’s perspective. She will also share her experiences 
from creating over 30 proposals or discussion papers to modify RDA when she served as the ALA 
Representative to the RDA Steering Committee (and its predecessor, the Joint Steering 
Committee for Development of RDA).

Making an RDA Proposal
Monday, March 27 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM CT
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NARDAC Spring Update Forum 
The North American RDA Committee (NARDAC) Update Forum is an event aimed at bringing 

together experts in the field of library and information science to present/discuss 

developments in RDA and RDA related cataloging work. In addition to an update on NARDAC 

work, this spring’s forum will feature three interesting topics: research about gendered 

language in non-English sources, RDA examples in the Toolkit, and PCC SCT RDA Training 

Task Group work and update. The distinguished speakers include Dr. Ahava Cohen (EURIG 

representative), Honor Moody (RDA Examples Editor) and Adam Baron (PCC SCT RDA 

Training Task Group chair).

NARDAC Spring Update Forum

Monday, April 3rd -- 2:00 to 3:30 pm Central Time
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2023 ALA Annual Conference 

• The NARDAC RDA Forum
• The RDA and Linked Data session
• The RDA preconference, organized by Core
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Outreach Activities in Asia 



44

RSC Outreach Activities  
• WCEO created a spreadsheet/workbook for RSC outreach 

activities, including WCEO, EOO and Translations. 
• WCEO received an invitation from the National Central Library, 

Taipei, Taiwan
▪ RDA Webinar Series on 9/23/2022
▪ BIBFRAME & Linked Data on 9/2/2022
▪ RDA Reference: plan to translate it into Chinese Traditional scripts
▪ Upcoming webinars in 2023 
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NCL RDA Webinar Series on 9/23/2022
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RDA Outreach Activities in Asia 
• National Diet Library

▪ Thanks to Naomi Shiraishi (UC Berkeley) for a bilingual letter. 
▪ NDL is interested in the official RDA Toolkit but unsure of implementation 

timeline yet.  

• CALIS (China Academic Library & Information Systems)
▪ A webinar to hold at the end of May or early June in 2023

• National Library of Korea: to plan   
• Outreach plans in Asia 

▪ WCEO collaborates with the Asia representative of the RDA Board, from the 
National Library Board of Singapore, who proposes an outreach plans covering 
the 4 subregions for Asia (East Asia, South Asia, SEA & Central Asia)
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● Provide your feedback concerning the 
Official RDA Toolkit, LC-PCC Policy 
Statements and Metadata Guidance 
Documentation. 

● Let’s think globally and act locally!
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References  
• RSC presentations

▪ Kathy Glennan, The Times They Are A-Changin: The "Whys" 
of RDA Toolkit Restructure & Redesign (3R) (6/22)

▪ Jamie Hennelly, Coming Soon: Plans for Community 
Resources (11/22)

▪ Damian Iseminger, Building for the Future: Linked Open Data 
and RDA (6/22)

▪ Elesa Sze, Teaching RDA in the LIS Classroom (2/23)
▪ Charlene Chou, RDA Updates (9/22) 

• NARDAC workshop (6/22)

http://www.rda-rsc.org/rscpresentations
http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/Glennan%20Times%20are%20changing%20June%202022.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/Glennan%20Times%20are%20changing%20June%202022.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/2022-11-14-Hennelly-NARDAC.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/2022-11-14-Hennelly-NARDAC.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/2022-06-29-Iseminger-ALAAnnual-RDALinkedDataForum.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/2022-06-29-Iseminger-ALAAnnual-RDALinkedDataForum.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/2023-02-24-Teaching-RDA-EOO-Webinar-2023-02.pdf
http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/2022-09-23-Chou-NationalLibraryOfTaiwan.pdf
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Thank you!

If you have any questions, email 
charlene@rdatoolkit.org.

mailto:charlene@rdatoolkit.org

