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A fuzzy concept …

Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Library Reference Model (LRM) introduced the idea of aggregates, but that was limited to multiple expressions of works brought together for a publication. There is also the idea of aggregating items together to form a collection. This idea of a collection of items is the basis for archival description. A “collection” in this context means something like the holdings of a research library, or a collection of records produced by a specific person.
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A curator’s role …

Collection

Item

Item: curator agentAn agent who conceives or 
manages the aggregation of an 
item in an exhibition or collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What initiated this process of reviewing the idea of “collections” in RDA was a proposal by the “Art Libraries Society of North America (ARLIS/NA)”.
The original Toolkit had a relationship element for “curator agent” but it wasn’t related to a collection as a whole, but rather tied to a description of a particular item.
The definition was problematic, since it conveyed the sense “aggregating multiple items” to form a collection, with exhibition being treated the same as a collection.
Basically, the “item” was an entity, but the “collection” was not.
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Describing a collection …

Collection

A catalogue

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What the ARLIS proposal also recognized was that collections give rise to works that describe those collections. An exhibition gives rise to an exhibition catalogue.
When describing an exhibition catalog it would be useful to provide access to the curator involved, but the curator wouldn’t have direct responsibility for the catalog, but rather for some responsibility for aggregating the items in a collection.
The new RDA Toolkit provides many examples of what are called “shortcut” elements, which connects agents to resources when there is actually some intermediary entity that is not described.
So … the proposal attempted to model several shortcuts, basically treating the collection as … something … it is like an aggregate, which is a manifestation, and we can talk about it as if it some kind of aggregating work.
All of those ideas needed to be explored, and it fell to the RDA Steering Committee’s Technical Working Group to resolve this issue.
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Levels of archival description …

Collection, Fonds, 
Record Group

Series, Sous-
fonds, Subseries

ItemItem

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the wider realm of cultural memory institutions, archives have already modeled out how to describe collections.
Descriptions are made for collections as a whole – we see terms like “collection” “fonds” “record group” to describe the overall highest level.
A collection can have separately described subcollections – which are called “series” “sous-fonds” “subseries”.
An item is the lowest level – a single archival record, or a published item.
Altogether, items are related hierarchically to the collections and subcollections they are a part of.
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Collection

How can descriptions of collections fit 
into our RDA descriptions?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So if we step back and look at collections broadly, encompassing any type of collection, including library collections, what can we say about them?
If we were to describe them, what sort of information can we anticipate being useful to record?
As we go along, and work out the collections model, another question arises – what other problems in our descriptions can be resolved by treating them as collections?
The collections model would then not be an entirely new concept, but rather a better articulation of aspects in our catalogue descriptions that can now be modeled more consistently.
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Collection

Accrual 
methods
and policies

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If we describe a collection, we may want to know the methods and policies used in selecting the items in forming that collection.
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Collection

Subcollection

Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A collection could have subcollections (and that subcollection could have subcollections in turn). So we would need some way of connecting the collection and subcollections.
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Collection

Item

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The point of a collection is to aggregate items, so we would need a way to describe a collection in terms of its holding. We would need a way to connect a collection or subcollection to the items.
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Collection

Item

Item
“held with”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And while we’re looking at the items, we can see how various kinds of subcollections can form, when we group, or even bind together, different items in our collection.
This is an area where the idea of collections was already latent in our descriptions. The collections model should easily account for any grouping of items.
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Collection

Location 
of 
collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When we start seeing a collection as any other kind of RDA entity, then all the other relationships are possible.
A collection can be related to a place – its location. If we know the location of a collection, we also know the location of any item held in that location.
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Collection

Metadata 
describing 
a collection

“finding aid”
“catalogue”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And collections can be described – they can be the subject of other works, such as finding aids, catalogues, exhibition catalogues.
As we saw with archival description, we can describe the collection or subcollection as a whole, as well as describe the items in a collection.
What we call a catalogue is a finding aid that describes the items in a collection.
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Collection

“collector”
[old definition: A curator who brings together items 
from various sources that are then arranged, 
described, and cataloged as a collection]

AGENTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
New definition of “collector”: An agent who is responsible for creating a collection work by selecting and arranging items that exemplify the embodiment of other works.
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Collection

Metadata 
describing 
a collection

“collection registrar”
“compiler”
“cataloguer”

AGENTS
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A problem unearthed …

(Work) augmented by work (Work)
○ addenda work 
○ appendix work 
○ cadenza work 
○ catalogue work 
○ concordance work 
○ errata work 
○ finding aid work 
○ guide work 
○ illustrations work 
○ index work 
○ supplement work 

Wrong 
hierarchy

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A problem appeared in the development of the collections model, in that the elements that could be used to describe a collection were found to be in the wrong hierarchy.
Elements for “finding aid” and “catalogue” were under the “augmented by work” element.
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Utilizing the existing hierarchy …

• (RDA Entity) is subject RDA entity of (Work)

 (RDA Entity) is RDA entity described by (Work)

 (RDA Entity) is RDA entity evaluated by (Work)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A description of a collection should be treated like the description of any RDA entity, and there is an element for that, under the broader “subject” element.
So part of the development of the collections model involved looking at these elements, and revising related elements to better fit the hierarchy.
The main focus is on the “described by” element, but there were some adjustments also made to the parallel “evaluated by” element.
“Evaluating” covers “critiquing” and “reviewing”, which still exist as element subtypes, but these have been soft-deprecated.
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Expanding the hierarchy under 
Manifestation described by

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
With the April update to the Toolkit, we now see the new placement for the elements for finding aid and catalogue.
They are under the “manifestation described with metadata by” element, and that introduces an important consideration.
If we use elements like “finding aid” and “catalogue” for collections, we need to look at collections from the manifestation point-of-view.
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Aspects of a collection resource

(Collection) work
(Collection) expression
(Collection) manifestation
(Collection) item

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The heart of the new collections model is that the aspects of a collection can be described in much the same way as a traditional bibliographic resource. Work – Expression – Manifestation – Item – but some aspects are more important than others.
In this model, while it is a collection of items, we focus on the “collection manifestation” for the description of its physical aspects. A collection manifestation and a collection item essentially overlap, and so we just use manifestation elements.
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Aspects of a collection resource

(Collection) work

The collection work is a plan for selecting items 
to be gathered together for some purpose

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The heart of the new collections model is that the aspects of a collection can be described in much the same way as a traditional bibliographic resource.
In this case, we can now use the new idea of the work as a plan – a plan to select and gather items – to solve the problem of how best to describe the work aspect of a collection. For example, at the Work level, we can describe selecting and gathering properties like a “collection accrual method” and a “collection accrual policy.”
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Accrual method and policy

(Collection) work

Work: accrual method
loan
deposit
donation
license
purchase

Work: accrual policy
closed
passive
active
selective

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Work elements for “accrual method” and “accrual policy.”
New RDA vocabularies.
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Subcollections

(Collection) 
manifestation

(Collection) 
manifestation

Manifestation: subcollection
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Individual items in a collection

(Collection) 
manifestation

Item

Manifestation: holding

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Relating an item to a collection manifestation – use Manifestation: holding
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Location of a collection

(Collection) 
manifestation Place

Manifestation: location of collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Element relating a collection manifestation with a place.
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(Collection) 
manifestation

“Held with” and “Bound with”

Item

Item

Item: held with
narrower: Item: bound with

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Changed elements – “held with” and “bound with”. Elements that relate items that form a subcollection.
Now reflects that these items effectively form a small subcollection, and these elements derive their meaning as an application of the collections model.
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Describing collection manifestations

(Collection) manifestation

Manifestation: manifestation described by metadata by
[(metadata) Work]
 Manifestation: finding aid [(metadata) Work]
 Manifestation: catalogue [(metadata) Work]
 Manifestation: hierarchic finding aid [(metadata) Work]

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The description of a collection, such as through a catalog, now fits into the overall existing structure of RDA much better.
We start with the Subject relationship of a work relationship. The collections model proposal inserts a new set of subtypes in that hierarchy.
A catalogue is a METADATA work, and the subject is a collection manifestation.
Existing and new sub-elements can now fit much better under the new broader element “manifestation described by metadata by”
Under “finding aid” we have “catalogue” – an analytic finding aid – that can describe the items in a collection manifestation
-- “hierarchic finding aid” – connection to archival description – can describe collections as a whole, plus items in a collection
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“An agent who is responsible for creating a collection work by 
selecting and arranging items that exemplify the embodiment 
of other works.”

AGENTS
(Collection) work

Work: collector agent

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
New official elements for agents for collections ….
“Collector agent” replaces former collector agent and curator agent, which were item relationship elements.
The relationship is to the Collection Work, and is seen as an aggregating role.
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“An agent who is responsible for creating a metadata description 
set.
A metadata description set includes a bibliography of works, 
expressions, or manifestations, a directory of agents and places, 
and an analytic finding aid.”

AGENTS

Work: compiler agent

Metadata 
description 
set

The broader element

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What is also fixed in the collections model are the agent elements responsible for metadata works.
The broadest element for an agent responsible for creating a metadata description set is “compiler agent”.
A metadata description set can also describe a collection…
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“An agent who is responsible for creating an analytic finding aid.”
Alternate label: cataloguer agent

AGENTS

Work: collection registrar 
agent

Metadata 
description set:  
analytic finding 
aid (i.e., a 
catalogue)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
More narrowly, the agent responsible for a catalogue work (also called an analytic finding aid) is a “collection registrar agent” (alternate label “cataloguer”).
In the original Toolkit, this element was treated as a type of curator, even though the responsibility was on listing and inventorying items in a collection.
Now it is more accurately found as an agent responsible for creating metadata – specifically that metadata work that is called a catalogue.
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“Implementing the Collections Model in RDA” Dec. 
31, 2021
http://www.rda-rsc.org/sites/all/files/RSC-
TechnicalWG-2021-2-RSCDecisions-rev.pdf

RDA Steering Committee –
http://www.rda-rsc.org/

RDA YouTube channel –
https://www.youtube.com/c/RDAToolkitVideo

tbrenndorfer@guelphpl.ca
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